Desr Jim, Congressional ’’assassination investigations” 3/12/75 

~ . A ^ er you last niffet and before go-ing to sleen I took a 

have*™? 6 !**? h ? k f had not before 8nd think perhaps you 

have not. As I understood it 3ud recommended you to be part of an investi= 

responsibility, to investigate the spook and investigative agencies. 

, , ° u then asked me about some others, I recommended against one and 

2SS I!? 1 “ 8nd re ° 811 1 h8Te 8 Im LI 

i?i nk K that i ? vestl Eftive experience is valuable, so do not 
tmderstand me to be arguing against that, dnder normal circumstances I 

Su?Jiv n ? Ura f e ° n that basis alone, the value of the experience, ofrti- 
cularly to a lawyer needing experience. * 

. „ 4 .? ut .{ or moments before sleep I asked myself v/hat kind of 

investigation of what kinds of assassinations? 

to ° f f} 1 the r tght=wingers hold a Dealey Plaza convention 

to which all the revanchist ethnics were invited? 

others? " Eunt " and " stur E is " formerly "Frenchy" and ’’Skinny Ralph” and 

* J 110 * of Jd° so } id basis for alleging that any of the federal agencies 
? d ealey Plaza involvement. Suspicions there may be but fact there 

yea £f> f s best I could, been working on the one solid 

iSi inrliiiS/ ?? W » ^w 131 ! ? svald Jf ho Probably had a federal connection, 
his indicates at least knowledge of his connection. 

or at , I . 8m saying is that this is the nut-inspired whitewash area 

of any such investigations. If the facts are that there were official 
:°“® s £ ic assassinations these facts will not be available. Should they 
ever be available it does not seem reasonable that they will come from 
?nrf3 1 f ati0n f™.° r records vhich I assume will not exist but from 

«?^f^ff l0nS ‘^ 0 4 Wlll o C £ nfess? m ° wsnts a murder rap, to be forever con= 

S ° ?4 ain ? US? “any assassins would still be alive to confess 
if they could involve others? 

„ 4 . 4.1 tMnk there has been so much of this sick story-book type of talk 
“m® repetition has made it seem real to those involved in the 
talk or sucject to it. I do not think there is any basis for believing 
rinm-c,? 1 * 7 ln r«stigation will be able to conduct any real investigation of 
domestic political assassinations in the context of agency involvement. 

becauJ h it k ? h ?+ thiS ylJ 1 from 8 dist raction to a whitewash, not 

JllnS i n0t there were those within the agencies who 

could have. been capable but because it is improbable that there can be 

P^ 0 ^ 311(2 because it will build sympathy for those agencies 
while diluting the investigations that can be productive aad do serve a 
national need and can help clean them up and get them back into their 
proper roles. 

* j approach itself is a bummer and a looser in the absence of some 
tangible basis for it. It makes me wonder about the purpos if not the 
maturity and sincerity of the Member who first thought of it and next 
xonsulted Bud of all people. That is Madison avenue, not political 
maturity or responsibilitji, with self-cast aspersions on judgement. 

« I tend to look for and take simple means of evaluating. With a 
^ember there is always a staff. There is always the ^ibrary of Cohgress 
freely available. For this purpose, in fact. It would take no more than 
a single phone call to let any Member or staffer know what the literature 
shows. When I have no question asked of me I know there hd not been the 
initial basic research. This makes me have many questions enough of which 
should be fairly obvious and are not falttering to the staffer. 





Iaw«SffiSriKL^t^t^?«h!? a T*k he f d fr0n him 0n political 

: r^s rfss-ar sfSSe'.rir: 

Bud^s h jSdgem e nt! I°w7o?JotS^^ hil^JS 

with any member who knew him Bud «ni+I him high P oint s 

Bobby, I can belw ? ud was 2 alte P ro « d of his examination of 

as did Knfl so he did^t^Si? t® 73 the *2 t 5 e ^ Menbers lacked the balls, 
a littlp n'’fnpi«io o ,, * 11* 1 agree that took some courage and not 

Joke °LnS^: stlon > Id ^ » S^jsjssssr 1 3ob * a 

likis S me^coming^from^th^ n and S their f advance* visibilityr eaS ° n 
P /o u?fL^ 

or of New Haven? t0 remlnd you about those picture s 

point this irnffStSISeSf C ° Uld ** e3Cplored * 1 «■&* that by this 
tions as psrtSf an SvestieatlnnSSthl investigate domestic assassina- 
8K the Hrif f SM B i^e tieat f S - 111’ 

° rwSffir 

be serious, who wants to be pert of it? ° ne ' f “ is not to 

Plaza Th I t° Si S is the craz y U regorian chant. Sunt in B ealey 

2SS. Se : »SS^Sr!rif£^ 4 i*^2^ t ^' 

6XD@P*fc ppf>oT»ri— f*'' Irciv* <? vi a SSy UO iSK;© Slid th.©P© Q.I*© IHBIiy 

total disprSff ’£ £d°Xlll ^he C °m t S t tS°ll sna iysis will be 
everyone recall. veil. *%nt will have e Lnher of crldibte “teesLI? 6 

ignoring the reasons in logic for discounting it all * 

^rthSl^nJ be S maSv y l?aS dUCt d Ve ^ a^ea, forei E n assassinations. 

have his family Subject to^lrf Sr^lSVhiS^/'' aSSaS3ln ' ° r 
oally 3 ?on c probability that these were not aet> 

"sffissKSF 

it could well have been under official consideration. But I believe 




it is not likelj; that the records of the bo Committee will show any 
formal approval. The one ease we know got to it was not acted upon to 
^‘tint's knowledge and he is bitter about it. I doubt that ay member of 
wuch a committee, no mtter how much he may have longed for such an 
assassination, would have voted for it with all those others to be 
around to bear future witness. I believe it much more likely that any 
sonsideration on this level snri of this type would have resulted in a 
policy decision without implimentation directed and that with the under- 
standing that the policy was considered wotthwhile someofce might have 
seen to it that an effort was made, with or without success. 

‘“'hat ma terial is there here for investigation with tangible results? 

I see poor prospects only. 

, J4 fe and spooks just are not the way the huts and the paranoids 
of varying degree talk and believe. 

As ean Andrews once said to a worried client in my presence, 

"They don’t hit by Western "nion." 

None of this says don't take a job as an investigator. That is 
a separate matter, one that involves other factors and considerations. 

All I’m addressing is the specific job for which ^ud has recommended you. 

In it 1 have several purposes. One is to give you a line fcr your own 
thinking. Another is to give you a basis for questioning the one who will 
interview you. "on t walk into something like this without knowing all 
you can before you decide, "on t walk into a loser and be the one on 
whom the less can be pinned. Don’t also be the one rational man in a 
side nuthouse of a worthwhile project. 

I have addressed only this one aspect. • L f the time gang* comes 
when you went to discuss whether or not to become an investigator who 
would work on other parts of the investigation I think 1 might give 
you some questions you might not ask yourself. 

Now that you have this kind of decision, once you make it I think 
you could profit from some retrospection. 

I think there are decisions you do not make that you should, as a 
generality. 

I think there are cases you could have brought to a conclusion by 
now, others that you could have close, ancl that they could have yielded 
payment. 

I think you could not have been practising some of ft the law 
you could, have practised. 

x ou alone can evaluate what you did instead. I think you should. 

If you then decide that you did not take the correct course you 
may be in a position to make a conscious decision in the future if you 
think you failed to decide or to make another decision if you made a 
conscious one that in retrospect seems not to have been He best. 

It is now time to wake til and I have s few packages to make so 
I can mail them when I take her in town. I’ll not have tine to correct 
this and I think I shottld mail it promptly. 

I would add another factor for you to weigh, your alternatives. 

Vvhat are the prospects if you concentrate on cases you can now handle? 

Shat can they yield in Income and in what " think is important for a 
lawyer just starting to practise, in reputation, prestige and attention, 

Another Is can they establish you as an expert in a field in which 
you can have hope for further practise that can be worthwhile? 

You do have more to evaluate than you discussed so briefly yesterday. 




